29th ANNUAL COMPOSITION     AND PERCUSSION WORKSHOP

SYMPOSIUM TRSTĚNICE 2025
taking place in the old baroque farm converted into music center with hudreds of percussion instruments in the beautiful countryside of the middle Czechia not far from the UNESCO city Litomyšl
offers:
daily concerts, individual lessons, roundtables, more than 1000 percussion instruments of all continents, friendly athmosphere, local Czech cuisine
with:
Trevor Grahl, Martin Smolka
Jeff Beer, Ivo Medek, 

Tomáš Ondrůšek, Joseline Amutuhaire,
among others
http://symposium-trstenice.jamu.cz/
6.7.  -  13.7.  2025
      Organized by :
     Sdružení Q zs., FAUN zs. – Music Center Haus Urban Trstěnice

          With generous financial support of:

Ministry of Culture Czech Republic, Moravia Region, City of Brno, Gideon Klein Fundation, Czech Music Fund,  OSA – Partnership – Talent and privat sponsors
Info : Prof. Ivo Medek, Ph.D. - medek@jamu.cz
Sirotkova 67, 616 00, tel. 00420 603149923

Reflections of previous guests:
David Rosenboom (USA) composer, the dean of the California Institute of the Arts:

The International Composition and Percussion Courses that have taken place for years in Trstenice are like a rich garden in which inspiring new ideas in music grow and are shared. They are a creative retreat that operates like a family gathering in a beautiful, natural setting, away from urban noise, where high-level practitioners engage with each other and bond in vigorous, creative camaraderie. Together, the participants explore new ideas, experiment, and critique outcomes in ways that can fuel the evolution of their practices for years to come.

Martijn Padding (NL) – composer, the head of the Departement of Composition, Royal Conservatory Den Haag:

Set in the amazing landscape of the Czech hills, the International Composition and Percussion Courses Trstenice is among the finest courses for any young composer. Working with great artists/coaches all off the beaten track, it is a perfect place to learn and workshop and build friendships and networks that might stay for the rest of lives. Under guidance of composer Ivo Medek the course has become a standard for every composer interested in working with and writing for percussion. There is no stylistic hierarchy, there are no rules. There is just very positive creativity and friendliness.

Ulrich Krieger (D-USA) – professor of composition, head of the departement, CalArts LA, USA

"The International Composition and Percussion Courses in Trstenice are a great resource for young composers and percussionists to engage with an international, seminal cast of instructors and artists. This course is designed to open up minds to new possibilities and new aesthetic directions for the 21st century and the changing artistic landscape it brings."

Other lecturers - guests 1997 – 2021 recommended the courses as very useful for young composers and percussionists:

Vinko Globokar, Tristan Murail, Clarence Barlow, Dimitris Andrikopoulos, Martin Smolka, Marek Kopelent, Yurii Kasparov, Mathias Steinauer, Olaf Tschoppe, Francois Rivalland, Christian Dierstein, Laszló Hudaczek, Ondřej Adámek, Geneviéve Murphy, Dieter Mack, among others…

COURSE CONTENT

This summer course is designed for students (or graduates)  of composition and composers specifically interested in composition for percussion ínstruments and percussion players,. The course is open to students of conservatories and music academies, as well as mature high-school students and interested members of the public, 

Date: July 6 - July 13  2025
Place: Music Centre Haus Urban Trstěnice (near the cities Litomyšl and Svitavy), Czech Republic

Course fee: 380 Euro 
(incl: accommodations, all meals from dinner July 6 to breakfast July 13 
and the course fee) to be paid on the spot during course registration.

Please send applications to the following  address:

Prof. Ivo Medek, Ph.D.,

Sirotkova 67

616 00 BRNO

Czech Republic

or via e-mail: medek@jamu.cz

Applications must be post-marked no later than June 10, 2025. The organizers do not guarantee a free place in the moment when the capacity of the music center is full.
For more information: Prof. Ivo Medek, Ph.D., +420 603149923 or e-mail: medek@jamu.cz

The purpose of the course is:

For composers:

- discussion of individual works with experienced authors and performers,   presentation of selected compositions by instructors and more experienced   participants

- greater familiarity with notational problems and specific compositional techniques   relating to solo and ensemble literature for untraditional percussion instruments

- opportunity to experiment with the various possible timbres of different instruments - application of compositional skills in cooperation with instructors of percussion and   composition, with a focus on concert performance

Will you take your own compositions (not only for percussions) for the presentation of yourself and for the individual lessons (scores and recordings).
For performers:

- improvement of solo and ensemble skills under the guidance of renowned instructors - greater theoretical and practical knowledge of world percussion literature,

- untraditional instruments, performance techniques, questions of interpretation, and   notational and compositional problems

- practical group-work with composers and instructors of percussion and composition

- individual concert performance for all participants

Each participant must prepare a solo performance, maximum length 10 minutes, to be chosen from 20th century literature.

Program of the courses:

There will be workshops and seminars given by professors, well-known artists, who were carefully chosen by the organizers, and who give also daily individual lessons in the afternoons. All students/professors meet daily during the night round tables with the presentations of participants´ compositions.
The lecture series will be supplemented with a evening concert series. The concerts will take place in the concert hall of the Music Centre Urban and are open to the public. 

General course outline:

July 6  afternoon - arrival of participants

evening - round table

July 7 – July 11
morning - seminars, group instruction 
afternoon - workshops and individual lessons 
evening – concerts of lecturers and participants and round tables
July 12
final concert – rehearsals and performance of miniatures composed by the participants

in the frame of the courses, round table
July 13

departure of participants

Regular instructors:
Jeff Beer (*1952), Tomáš Ondrůšek (*1964), Ivo Medek (*1956)
Jeff Beer (Germany) 
Studied composition, piano and percussion at the Academy of Music in Wurzburg. Received many awards, for instance: special prize at the International Competition for Contemporary Music Radio France; Bavarian national prize 1985; 1st prize Deutscher Musikwettbewerb Bonn; 1st prize at the Competition of the German Music Academies; Double Scholarship of the Studienstiftung des Deutschen Volkes (Composition and Percussion); scholarship grant at the Cité Internationale des Artes in Paris, Scholarship Grant from the National Endowment of the Arts New York, and others. Was teaching Percussion and Percussive Chamber Music at the Academy of Music and Theatre at Frankfurt. Has performed as a soloist in Berlin, Munich, Cologne, Hamburg, Frankfurt, Stuttgart, Basil, Stockholm, New York, Madrid, Paris, Chicago, Moscow, Sankt Petersburg, Prague, Brno, Bratislava, Vienna, and elsewhere. Since more than 40 years he is also working as a visual artist in the fields of Painting, Sculpture and Photography. His work is being presented at numerous international exhibitions and renowned collections. Has been nominated for the Bavarian Art Prize.

Workshop subjects: solo repertoire, sound research and development of new sound techniques for percussion instruments, tutorials in composition and analysis of his own compositions.
Tomáš Ondrůšek (Czech Rep. , Germany) 
Professor of Percussion at the Music Academy in Osijek/Croatia. Studied music at the Academies in Nurnberg and Stuttgart. As a soloist Tomas Ondrusek performed throughout Europe and in Central Asia. Awards include the Studienstiftung des Deutschen Volkes and DAAD Lectureship. International guest lecturer appearances include performance courses at the Music Academies in Munich, Brno, Moscow, Oslo, Almaty, Vilnius, Stuttgart, St. Petersburg, Tashkent. Since 1995 he was a member of the ensemble AGON and participated as a soloist in many festivals, such as Warsaw Autumn, Biennale St. Petersburg, Prague Spring, Crossdrumming Warsaw... From 2001 he was the professor of percussion at the Academy of Music in Prague, before changing in 2013 to the Strossmayer University in Osijek, where he also teaches Musics of the World. From 2011 field research in different Percussion-Musics of the world: Uganda, Indonesia, Burundi. Employment as ethnomusicologist at the Universities in Regensburg/Germany and Denpasar/Bali-Indonesia. Workshop subjects: contemporary notatíon, analysis of main percussion literature, percussion musics of the World, sound objects and development of new playing technics...

Ivo Medek (Czech Rep) 
Professor of composition and theory of composition at the Janacek Academy in Brno, working as the rector/president since 2010. Has devoted more than 20 years exclusively to composition for percussion instruments, both practically and theoretically. In 1990 and 94, lectured at the Darmstadt courses, where his works for percussion were presented. He was also teaching and making masterclasses at various institutions in Portugal, Poland, Germany, Holland, several American universities, Austria, the Ukraine, Thailand, Korea, China, etc. His works bave been played by such soloists and ensembles as ensemble récherche, Carin Lévine, Daniel Kienzy, Pascal Gallois, Moscow Contemporary Music Ensemble, PluralEnsemble, Israeli Contemporary Players among others at various venues as Warsaw Autumn, Wiener Festwochen, Audio-Art, Ad libitum, Darmstadt Summer Courses, Moscow Autumn, Prague Spring Festival etc.. He received the Alypios Fund grant in Munich, the Annual Prize of the Czech Music Fund and has won other prizes in national and international competitions. Medek is the widely published author (author or co-author of four books and many articles).  
Workshop subjects: Analysis of his own works, general compositional principles, specific forms of team composition and improvisation.
Guest professor:
Trevor Grahl (Can-NL) (*1984)
Trevor’s music is characterised by referential layers, and often, the sound of other musics is an integral factor in his compositions. His works have been performed by groups across North America, Europe and China at many festivals including Huddersfield Contemporary Music Festival, Gaudeamus Muziekweek and Gaudeamus Montréal. His double cello concerto Lightweight (based on Milan Kundera’s The Unbearable Lightness of Being), composed for Asko|Schönberg and cellists Sebastiaan van Halsema and Lidy Blijdorp and premiered at the Cello Biennale Amsterdam in October 2022, was acclaimed by De Volkskrant for its dramaturgy, superb treatment of the soloists and sense of ‘joyful wonder’. Ephemerides, written for Quatuor Bozzini and Les Boréades de Montréal and inspired by Johannes Kepler’s Harmonice Mundi, was lauded for its daring invention and its cohesiveness with John Dowland’s Lachrimae Pavans, to which it serves as a companion piece. A recent collaboration with the baritone Thomas Hampson and Klangforum Wien, reimagining songs by Mahler and Charles Ives, led to performances in Vienna and Japan and received a five-star review in the Wiener Zeitung. Trevor is a tireless advocate of the (hyper)organ, and in his function as the artistic assistant of Amsterdam’s Orgelpark has introduced countless composers and makers to its myriad creative possibilities. Trevor currently lives in Amsterdam and teaches composition at the Koninklijk Conservatorium in The Hague..

Joseline Amutuhaire (Uganda)
studied Ethics and Development in Uganda before continuing with studies at the TU Chemnitz/Germany (MA in European Studies). Trained as a traditional dancer and musician in Uganda, she started to appear since 2009 on different cultural events in Czech and Germany. 2010 she joined the Percussion Ensemble "Afro Break", devoted to transcultural percussion music, merging different influences. With this group she was playing many concerts throughout Europe (Poland, Czech, Bosnia/Hercegovina, Germany, Croatia...) before the Ugandan Dancers Band as a new percussion/dance Ensemble was founded. The success of the Ensemble brought Joseline to performances at festivals in Vienna, Chemnitz, Kromeriz (Forfest), and to regular concerts in Europe. Currently she teaches at the University in Chemnitz, where she also is completing her doctoral studies in interculturality/collective memory.
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28 th Annual Percussion and Composition Courses 

Percussion Workshop Trstěnice 2025
Application Form

Name: ……………………………………..
        Country……………………………………..

  Address :……………………………………




        e-mail address:.........................................



        cell phone:................................................

School:…………………………………….

Age:……………………………………….

Performer/Composer:……………………

Signature:…………………………………

Deadline for applications : June 10, 2025 
Organizers of  the courses will send you the decision about your participation on the above mentioned e-mail address. The fee is paid cash the first day of the courses
Composition and Percussion Workshop – Symposium Trstěnice – koncerty/concerts
presents concerts of lecturers - world's leading performers, guests and participants 

Program:

6.7. 

20:30 


Tomáš Ondrůšek (D-CZ)- percussion

Joseline Amutuhaire (Uganda) - percussion, dance


African and European music and dance

7.7. 

20:30 

Jeff Beer (D)- percussion

Author's works

9.7.

20:30

Trevor Grahl(CAN-NL), Ivo Medek (CZ)

authors' evening 

10.7.

17:30

Ensemble Marijan:

Hana Hána - flute, Sára Medková – piano, Ivo Medek – inside piano, percussion

Concert in the Museum B. Martinů Museum in Polička

10.7. 
free evening with fire
11.7. 

20:00

Anežka Nováková (CZE) – percussion

percussion theatre and collective improvisation 

12.7.

20:30

final concert of compositions created during the courses 

performed by students and lecturers

Organiser: the Q Association in cooperation with the Faculty of Music of the Janáček Academy of Performing Arts in Brno

  with the support of :Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic, NČHF, South Moravian Region, Gideon Klein Foundation, OSA Partnership Program - talent and Statutory City of Brno

Composition and Percussion Workshop – Symposium Trstěnice – program/programme
6.7. afternoon - arrival of participants, accommodation/arrival, 

         evening - concert/concert, round table – introduction of participants/lecturers 

7.7. morning - lectures (Medek, Ondrůšek, Beer)

         afternoon - individual lessons (all professors)

         evening - concert, round table 

8. 7. morning - lectures (Beer, Ondrůšek)

         afternoon - individual lessons (all professors)

         evening - concert, round table  

9.7. morning - lectures (Grahl, Medek)

         afternoon - individual lessons (all professors)

         evening - concert, round table  

10.7. morning - lectures (Beer, Ondrůšek
         afternoon - individual lessons (all professors)

         evening - impro-concert

11.7.   morning - lectures (Smolka)

         afternoon - individual lessons (all professors)

         evening - concert 

12.7. morning - rehearsals

         afternoon - rehearsals

         evening – final concert 

Organiser: the Q Association in cooperation with the Faculty of Music of the Janáček Academy of Performing Arts in Brno

  with the support of :

Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic, NČHF, South Moravian Region, Gideon Klein Foundation, OSA Partnership Program - talent and Statutory City of Brno

Lecturers in previous years:
Geneviéve Murphy - 2023
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Ondřej Adámek - 2022
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Tristan Murail - 2021
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Kristýna Švihálková – 2021
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Ulrich Krieger  - 2019
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Peter Adriaansz – 2019
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David Rosenboom – 2018
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Tomáš Ondrůšek a Wayan Suweca – 2018
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