27th ANNUAL COMPOSITION     AND PERCUSSION WORKSHOP

SYMPOSIUM TRSTĚNICE 2023

taking place in the old baroque farm converted into music center with hundreds of percussion instruments in the beautiful countryside of the middle Czechia not far from the UNESCO city Litomyšl

offers:

daily concerts, individual lessons, round-tables, more than 1000 percussion instruments of all continents, friendly atmosphere, local Czech cuisine

with:

Dieter Mack, Genevieve Murphy

Jeff Beer, Ivo Medek, 

Tomáš Ondrůšek, Martin Švec

among others

http://symposium-trstenice.jamu.cz/
2.7.  -  9.7.  2023

      Organized by :
     Sdružení Q zs., FAUN zs. – Music Center Haus Urban Trstěnice

          With generous financial support of:

Ministry of Culture Czech Republic, Moravia Region, City of Brno, Gideon Klein Fundation, Czech Music Fund,  OSA – Partnership – Talent and privat sponsors
Info : Prof. Ivo Medek, Ph.D. - medek@jamu.cz
Sirotkova 67, 616 00, tel. 00420 603149923

Reflections of previous guests:

David Rosenboom (USA) composer, the dean of the California Institute of the Arts:

The International Composition and Percussion Courses that have taken place for years in Trstenice are like a rich garden in which inspiring new ideas in music grow and are shared. They are a creative retreat that operates like a family gathering in a beautiful, natural setting, away from urban noise, where high-level practitioners engage with each other and bond in vigorous, creative camaraderie. Together, the participants explore new ideas, experiment, and critique outcomes in ways that can fuel the evolution of their practices for years to come.

Martijn Padding (NL) – composer, the head of the Department of Composition, Royal Conservatory Den Haag:

Set in the amazing landscape of the Czech hills, the International Composition and Percussion Courses Trstenice is among the finest courses for any young composer. Working with great artists/coaches all off the beaten track, it is a perfect place to learn and workshop and build friendships and networks that might stay for the rest of lives. Under guidance of composer Ivo Medek the course has become a standard for every composer interested in working with and writing for percussion. There is no stylistic hierarchy, there are no rules. There is just very positive creativity and friendliness.

Ulrich Krieger (D-USA) – professor of composition, head of the department, CalArts LA, USA

"The International Composition and Percussion Courses in Trstenice are a great resource for young composers and percussionists to engage with an international, seminal cast of instructors and artists. This course is designed to open up minds to new possibilities and new aesthetic directions for the 21st century and the changing artistic landscape it brings."

Other lecturers - guests 1997 – 2021 recommended the courses as very useful for young composers and percussionists:

Vinko Globokar, Tristan Murail, Clarence Barlow, Dimitris Andrikopoulos, Martin Smolka, Marek Kopelent, Yurii Kasparov, Mathias Steinauer, Olaf Tschoppe, Francois Rivalland, Christian Dierstein, Laszló Hudaczek, Ondřej Adámek, among others…

COURSE CONTENT

This summer course is designed for students (or graduates)  of composition and composers specifically interested in composition for percussion instruments and percussion players,. The course is open to students of conservatories and music academies, as well as mature high-school students and interested members of the public, 

Date: July 2 - July 9  2023

Place: Music Centre Haus Urban Trstěnice (near the cities Litomyšl and Svitavy), Czech Republic

Course fee: 280 euro 

(incl: accommodations, all meals from dinner July 2 to breakfast July 9 

and the course fee) to be paid on the spot during course registration.

Please send applications to the following  address:

Prof. Ivo Medek, Ph.D.,

Sirotkova 67

616 00 BRNO

Czech Republic

or via e-mail: medek@jamu.cz

Applications must be post-marked no later than June 15. 2023. The organizers do not guarantee a free place in the moment when the capacity of the music center is full.

For more information: Prof. Ivo Medek, Ph.D., +420 603149923 or e-mail: medek@jamu.cz

The purpose of the course is:

For composers:

- discussion of individual works with experienced authors and performers,   presentation of selected compositions by instructors and more experienced   participants

- greater familiarity with notational problems and specific compositional techniques   relating to solo and ensemble literature for untraditional percussion instruments

- opportunity to experiment with the various possible timbres of different instruments - application of compositional skills in cooperation with instructors of percussion and   composition, with a focus on concert performance

Will you take your own compositions (not only for percussions) for the presentation of yourself and for the individual lessons (scores and recordings).

For performers:

- improvement of solo and ensemble skills under the guidance of renowned instructors - greater theoretical and practical knowledge of world percussion literature,

- untraditional instruments, performance techniques, questions of interpretation, and   notational and compositional problems

- practical group-work with composers and instructors of percussion and composition

- individual concert performance for all participants

Each participant must prepare a solo performance, maximum length 10 minutes, to be chosen from 20th century literature.

Program of the courses:

There will be workshops and seminars given by our regular professors of the younger middle generation who were carefully chosen by the organizers, supplemented with lectures by visiting professors who are being invited for one workshop and seminar. 
The lecture series will be supplemented with a concert series. The concerts will take place in the concert hall of the Music Centre Urban and are open to the public. 

General course outline:

July 2  afternoon - arrival of participants

evening - round table

July 3 – July 7

morning - seminars, group instruction 

afternoon - workshops and individual lessons 

evening – concerts of lecturers and participants and round tables

July 8

final concert – rehearsals and performance of miniatures composed by the participants

in the frame of the courses

July 9


morning - round table

 departure of participants

Regular instructors:

Jeff Beer (*1952), Tomáš Ondrůšek (*1964), Ivo Medek (*1956)

Jeff Beer (Germany) 

Studied composition and percussion at the Academy of Music in Wurzburg. Received many awards, for instance: special prize at the international competition for contemporary music Radio France; Bavarian national prize 1985; 1'° prize Deutscher Musikwettbewerb, Bonn;  Studienstiftung des Deutsches Volkes; scholarship grant at the Cité Internationale des Artes in Paris, and others. Has performed as a soloist in Berlin, Basil, Stockholm, New York, Madrid, Koln, Chicago and elsewhere. 
Workshop subjects: Development of percussion instruments, solo repertoire, construction of percussion instruments, new instruments, analysis of his own compositions. 

Tomáš Ondrůšek (Czech Rep. , Germany) 

Studied percussion at the academies in Nurnberg and Stuttgart. Performed as a soloist in the renowned Percussion Ensemble Stuttgart. Has appeared in concerts throughout Europe, awards include the Studienstiftung des Deutschen Volkes. Has performed solo recitals in Pragae, Moscow, Nurnberg, St. Petersburg, Brno and elsewhere. Many guest lecturer appearances, including performance courses in contemporary music and the R. Strauss Conservatory in Munich, JAMU Brno, the Tchaikovsky Conservatory in Moscow, Musik Hochschule Bonn, R. Korsakov Conservatory in St. Petersburg and others. From 1995-96 participated in such festivals as Warsaw Autumn, Bienale St. Petersburg, Prague Spring, etc. Presently  is a member of the ensemble AGON. Workshop subjects: notatíon, analysis of works by famous composers (Xenakis, Lachenmann and otbers), development and construction of sticks and mallets. 
Ivo Medek (Czech Rep) 

Professor of composition and theory of composition at the Janacek Academy in Brno, working as the rector/president since 2010. Has devoted more than 20 years exclusively to composition for percussion instruments, both practically and theoretically. In 1990 and 94, lectured at the Darmstadt courses, where his works for percussion were presented. He was also teaching and making masterclasses at various institutions in Portugal, Poland, Germany, Holland, several American universities, Austria, the Ukraine, Thailand, Korea, China, etc. His works bave been played by such soloists and ensembles as ensemble récherche, Carin Lévine, Daniel Kienzy, Pascal Gallois, Moscow Contemporary Music Ensemble, PluralEnsemble, Israeli Contemporary Players among others at various venues as Warsaw Autumn, Wiener Festwochen, Audio-Art, Ad libitum, Darmstadt Summer Courses, Moscow Autumn, Prague Spring Festival etc.. He received the Alypios Fund grant in Munich, the Annual Prize of the Czech Music Fund and has won other prizes in national and international competitions. Medek is the widely published author (author or co-author of four books and many articles).  Workshop subjects: Analysis of his own works, general compositional principles, specific forms of team composition and improvisation.
Guest professors:

Dieter Mack
Is one of the most renowned German composers  of the last decades.both from the point of view of artistic outputs and pedagogical activities at several universities as the regular professor (Freiburg, Lübeck) and tens of masterclasses, residencies and short-time stays at several universities and music centers in Europe, Australia, USA and Asia. His compositions (except early publications at Bärenreiter) has been published at Verlag Neue Musik Berlin. His compositions were performed at prestigious festivals across the world by famous orchestras and soloists.  Dieter Mack is well known expert in the field of gamelan music (spending long time in Bali, founding Balinese Gamelan Orchestra in Freiburg, Curator for “Contemporary Gamelan Music Festival“) and researcher in the specific sphere of Asia ethnic music
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Genevieve Murphy

Her compositions have been performed internationally in a variety of concert halls and art galleries, (Concertgebouw, Muziekgebouw,  W139, Stedelijk (Amsterdam), La Fenice (Venice), Old Fruitmarket (Glasgow), Theatre Spektakel (Zurich) with, Ensemble Offspring (Sydney), BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra (Glasgow), Camerata Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra (Amsterdam) and herself performing her compositions. Genevieve is known to combine performance art/visual art with contemporary classical music and her concepts are frequently based around psychology, and disability. As well as an independent maker she has collaborated and performed with visual artists, free improvisers, choreographers and producers and has toured internationally with London based visual artist Martin Creed. She teaches at the composition gepartement of The Royal Conservatory of The Hague since 2022.
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27 th Annual Percussion and Composition Courses 

Percussion Workshop Trstěnice 2023

Application Form

Name: …………………………………….

  Address :……………………………………




        e-mail address:.........................................




        cell phone:................................................

School:…………………………………….

Age:……………………………………….

Performer/Composer:……………………

Signature:…………………………………

Deadline for applications : June 10, 2023

Organizers of  the courses will send you the decision about your participation on the above mentioned e-mail address. The fee is paid cash the first day of the courses.
